
“A	  wandering	  Aramean	  …”	  
Deuteronomy	  26.5	  continues	  to	  be	  our	  theme.	  	  Since	  our	  last	  update,	  we	  have	  

driven	   about	   6,000	   kilometers	   on	   our	   truck.	   	  We	   have	   also	  moved	   from	  Narok	  
town	   to	   Enoo	   Matasiani,	   which	   is	   in	   the	   Kajiado	   district.	   	   This	   has	   several	  
advantages	  for	  us.	  	  	  Here	  are	  a	  few:	  
1. We	  have	  enough	  room	  now,	  and	  even	  have	  room	  for	  guests.	  	  The	  house	  and	  
lot	  are	  also	  safer	  for	  the	  children	  plus	  we	  have	  room	  for	  a	  garden	  without	  
being	  plagued	  by	  monkeys.	  

2. We’re	  closer	  to	  Nairobi,	  so	  that	  we	  can	  go	  into	  the	  city	  for	  a	  meeting	  in	  the	  
morning	  and	  return	  home	  in	  the	  evening.	  	  Not	  having	  to	  pack	  up	  and	  stay	  in	  
guest	  houses	  so	  frequently	  provides	  greater	  stability	  for	  the	  children.	  

3. We	  are	  just	  maybe	  90	  minutes	  (instead	  of	  5-‐6	  hours)	  from	  the	  CMF	  training	  
center	  in	  Ng’atataek	  that	  serves	  the	  congregations	  in	  the	  Kajiado	  district.	  

	  

We	  thank	  all	  of	  you	  who	  prayed	  with	  us	  for	  a	  better	  ministry	  location.	  
	  

Training	  Sunday	  School	  teachers	  …	  
In	  April	  the	  (Maasai)	  Women’s	  Ministry	  of	  

the	  CCC	  had	  a	  conference.	  	  On	  one	  of	  the	  days,	  
Ruth	   taught	  a	   session	  on	  how	  Sunday	  school	  
teachers	   can	   speak	   to	   the	   hearts	   of	   the	  
children	  and	  on	  the	  use	  of	  stories.	  

	  
Coming	   up:	   	   For	   September,	   we	   are	  

planning	  a	  different	  kind	  of	  training	  seminar.	  	  
With	   the	   help	   of	   two	   short	   term	   visitors,	   we	  

will	  give	  the	  Sunday	  school	  teachers	  from	  4-‐6	  churches	  a	  chance	  to	  be	  taught	  as	  
if	  they	  were	  children	  themselves.	  

Our	  teachers	  here	  never	  had	  the	  opportunity	  to	  be	  well	  taught	  as	  children,	  and	  so	  they	  are	  often	  at	  a	  loss	  as	  to	  
how	  to	  teach.	  	  By	  experiencing	  this	  new	  model,	  we	  hope	  that	  the	  teachers	  will	  see	  what	  is	  possible,	  through	  Christ,	  
for	  them	  to	  do.	  

	  

A	  special	  visitor	  (and	  the	  best	  childcare	  ever!)	  
Hurray!	  	  Aunt	  Michelle	  (Joshua’s	  sister)	  was	  able	  to	  come	  and	  visit	  us	  for	  

3½	  weeks.	  	  In	  the	  picture	  at	  the	  top,	  the	  seven	  of	  us	  are	  on	  the	  roof	  of	  a	  safari	  
landcruiser.	   	  We	  were	  also	  able	   to	   take	  her	   to	  visit	   our	   friends	   in	  Endoinyo	  
Erinka,	  where	  we	  lived	  for	  our	  first	  term.	  

She	  was	  a	  tremendous	  blessing	  help	  to	  us	  as	  we	  transitioned	  to	  our	  new	  
location.	  	  Four	  little	  children	  were	  very	  happy	  while	  she	  was	  here!	  

	  
	  

	  

Prayer	  Requests	  
	  That	  God	  will	  be	  glorified	  
in/through	  our	  work.	  

	  That	  God	  will	  send	  his	  
rain	  to	  East	  Africa;	  that	  He	  
will	  quench	  both	  the	  land	  
and	  human	  hearts.	  

	  For	  the	  training	  seminar	  
for	  Sunday	  school	  teachers	  
on	  30	  September.	  

	  For	  our	  homeschooling	  of	  
the	  children.	  

	  That	  God	  will	  provide	  
sufficient	  financial	  support	  
for	  our	  ministry.	  

&	  Praises	  
	  The	  CCC	  believers	  are	  
continuing	  to	  plant	  new	  
churches.	  

	  For	  our	  “new”	  house.	  

	  
Partnering	  with	  Community	  Christian	  Church	  in	  Kenya	  
	   among	  the	  Maasai	  
	   joshuaruthbarron.cmfmissionary.org	  

	  

	  

Joshua	  &	  Ruth	  Barron	  
	   Alitzah,	  Hannah	  Gail,	  Eliana,	  Zerachiah	  

CMF	  International	   August	  2011	  

	  
Ruth	  is	  instructing	  some	  of	  the	  ladies	  

for	  an	  impromptu	  drama.	  

	  
In	  Endoinyo	  Erinka	  



Curricula	  Development	  
We’re	  continuing	  to	  work	  on	  the	  series	  of	  lessons	  on	  stewardship,	  although	  our	  progress	  has	  been	  slow.	  	  Often	  

lessons	  on	  stewardship	  focus	  just	  on	  money	  and	  tithes	  and	  offerings	  (of	  money).	  	  We	  want	  to	  teach	  more	  of	  a	  “total	  
christian	  stewardship”:	  	  faithful	  management	  of	  yourself	  and	  all	  of	  your	  resources.	  

This	  includes	  a	  strong	  component	  of	  what	  might	  be	  called	  environmental	  stewardship.	  	  Towards	  that	  end,	  we	  
have	  sent	  a	  few	  of	  our	  leaders	  to	  receive	  practical	  training	  in	  “Farming	  God’s	  Way.”	  	  This	  is	  particularly	  important	  
as	  the	  Maasai	  (and	  Turkana)	  are	  traditionally	  pastoralists	  who	  live	  from	  their	  flocks	  and	  herds.	  	  But	  in	  much	  of	  East	  
Africa,	   the	   short	   rains	   and	   the	   long	   rains	   are	  no	   longer	  predictable.	   	  Because	  of	   this	   and	  other	   reasons,	   a	   life	   of	  
cattle	  herding	   is	  no	   longer	   sustainable.	   	   So	  of	  necessity,	   they	  are	   turning	   to	  agriculture	   to	  provide	   food	   for	   their	  
families.	   	   But	   conventional	   agriculture	   (using	   water	   in	   amounts	   not	   available	   here	   and	   heavily	   dependent	   on	  
expensive	  chemicals)	  is	  also	  not	  sustainable.	  	  But	  wasn’t	  God	  the	  first	  Farmer	  and	  first	  Gardener?	  	  In	  all	  vocations,	  
we	  are	  called	  to	  do	  what	  we’re	  doing	  “as	  to	  the	  Lord”	  (Colossians	  3.23).	  

The	  stewardship	  lessons	  should	  help	  the	  believers	  to	  grow	  in	  faithfulness	  in	  this	  way.	  
	  

Ruth	   is	   praying	   and	   meditating	   on	   a	   resource	   for	   Sunday	   school	   teachers,	   who	   are	   very	   discouraged	   and	  
longing	  for	  help.	  	  She	  is	  considering	  a	  simple	  resource	  to	  help	  teachers	  introduce	  the	  children	  to	  God,	  focusing	  on	  
who	  they	  are	  in	  God	  rather	  than	  on	  what	  they	  should	  do.	  	  This	  resource	  would	  have	  Scripture	  references	  for	  Bible	  
stories,	  a	  suggested	  point	  of	  teaching,	  a	  memory	  verse,	  and	  a	  suggested	  activity	  using	  locally	  available	  resources.	  	  
However,	  in	  addition	  to	  our	  other	  projects	  even	  something	  simple	  like	  this	  requires	  time	  we	  don’t	  have,	  so	  we	  have	  
asked	  for	  interns	  to	  help	  on	  this	  project	  next	  summer,	  and	  the	  September	  visitors	  are	  also	  helping.	  

	  

We	   also	   hope	   to	   develop	   a	   series	   of	   lessons	   on	   the	   “Storying”	   method	   of	  
evangelism.	   	   This	   will	   help	   believers	   to	   know	   for	   themselves	   the	   Story	   of	   the	  
scripture	  and	  to	  be	  able	  to	  share	  those	  stories	  effectively	  with	  not-‐yet-‐believers.	  	  
CMF	  has	  had	  success	  with	  Storying	  among	  Muslims	  in	  West	  Africa.	  

	  

Turkana	  
In	  October,	   Joshua	  is	  scheduled	  to	  travel	  up	  to	  Lodwar	  to	  teach	  two	  courses	  

(one	  week	  each)	  for	  church	  leaders	  at	  Turkana	  Bible	  Training	  Institute.	  
	  

Finances	  
God	  has	  blessed	  us	  abundantly.	  	  Our	  financial	  support	  partners	  include	  28	  congregations	  and	  many	  individuals	  

and	   families	   (in	   eight	   states).	   	   There	   are	   times	   when	   the	   books	   have	   said	   that	   we	   were	   not	   receiving	   enough	  
support	  but	  God	  clearly	  multiplied	  the	  funds.	   	  (He	  has	  especially	  done	  this	  with	  our	  personal	   funds	  –	   like	  the	  six	  
months	  last	  term	  when	  there	  wasn’t	  enough	  money	  in	  our	  CMF	  account	  for	  us	  to	  receive	  full	  salary.)	  	  To	  those	  of	  
you	  who	  are	  financial	  and/or	  prayer	  support	  partners:	  	  we	  thank	  you	  and	  pray	  that	  God	  will	  bless	  you	  as	  you	  are	  
blessing	  us	  and	  the	  Kenyan	  churches.	  

	  

Currently,	  our	  budget	  says	  that	  we	  need	  some	  additional	  support.	   	  In	  order	  to	  be	  fully	  supported	  (including	  a	  
small	   bit	   for	   retirement	   and	   funds	   for	   the	   education	   of	   our	   children),	   we	   need	   an	   additional	   $721/month	   in	  
financial	   support	   in	   2012.	   	   (If	   anyone	   needs	   to	   see	   the	   details	   of	   our	   budget	   or	   a	   financial	   report,	   please	   let	   us	  
know.)	  	  Please	  prayerfully	  consider	  this	  need.	  

	  

Updates	  to	  joshuaruthbarron.cmfmissionary.org:	  
Have	  you	  ever	  wondered	  exactly	  where	  we	   live	  and	  work?	   	  We’ve	  added	  a	  page	   to	  our	  site	   that’ll	   show	  you.	  	  

(There’s	  a	  link	  on	  the	  “About	  the	  Barrons”	  page.)	  
	  

We've	  also	  added	  pictures	  from	  the	  Maasai	  Women's	  Ministry	  to	  our	  photo	  album	  page.	  

grace	  &	  peace	  &	  thanks,	  	  	  	  	  
	   	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

	  
MK	  friends	  

CMF	  International	  
PO	  Box	  	  501020	  
Indianapolis,	  IN	  46250	  
317.578.2700	  
missions@cmfi.org	  

Joshua	  &	  Ruth	  Barron	  
PO	  Box	  	  59322	   	  
0020	  City	  Square	   	  
Nairobi,	  KENYA	  
East	  Africa	   	  

joshuaruthbarron@cmfmisisonary.org	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ph	  +245	  733	  790	  810	  	  

	  


